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Menomonee Falls Police Department

Honor Guard

Rifle Salute Protocol
The Rifle Salute will be accomplished with 7, 5, or 3 members of the Honor Guard Unit. A Rifle Team Commander will be in-charge of the detail. The Commander will be positioned on the opposite flank or to the rear of the formation. Remember to have the rifles charged and the “safety” is taken off to be ready for the 1st volley prior to “Falling-in.”
Actual commands will be capitalized with the action word (Command of Execution) being presented in BOLD.
A. The detail will, “FALL-IN.”  The Rifle Team will fall in, at the correct spacing (one arm length) facing the direction of travel to the intended firing location. 

· The 1st actual command will be, “STAND-BY (Pause) DETAIL.”
· The Left hand is placed in the small of the back.
· The butt of the rifle is at the tip of the right foot as in the position of attention.
· The end of the barrel is extended forward.  The Barrel is held at the bayonet lug between the right hand (bladed) and thumb.  
· The Rifle Team will be brought to, “ATTEN-TION.”
· Rifle is brought back as to be parallel with right leg.
· The left hand moves from the small of the back to the side of the body to be parallel with left leg; left hand is cupped as it is brought to the leg.
The Rifle Team is now properly spaced and prepared to move to the designated location. Movement shall be done in the Port-Arms position. The team shall orientate themselves to a pre-arranged location. It is desired that the Firing Team actually fire their rifles over the head of the Decendent (or to the east), and should be orientated in this manner, taking into account that the Rifle Team will be stepping out and forward at a 45 Degree angle when the actual firing is done.

B. Movement to the firing position

· The Rifle Team is brought to, “PORT-ARMS.”
· The Command of, “FORWARD-MARCH” is given to move the firing party to its firing position. 
· Once in the proper position, the Rifle Team will march in place.
· The Rifle Team OIC will give the command, “DETAIL-HALT.”
C. At the firing position

· The Rifle Team is still at “Port-Arms.”

· A “RIGHT or LEFT, FACE” command is given to properly face the unit towards the event (memorial, funeral, etc.).
· The Rifle Team is then commanded, “ORDER-ARMS.”
· The left hand remains immediately below the tip of the barrel, preparing for the next command.

· Then the command of, “READY” is given.
· The left hand remains on the barrel of the rifle. 
· Then the command of, “CUT.”
· Next, while in the position of attention, the Rifle Team can be brought to, “CEREMONIAL PARADE-REST.”
· The rifle butt remains fixed.
· The end of the barrel is extended forward, cupped at the bayonet lug with the right hand.
· The left hand is placed in the small of the back.
· A one to two second pause, then the left hand comes to the front, the rifle is leaned in across your front with the handle/operating rod facing outward, and the rifle is held at the barrel tip with left hand over right.

The Rifle Salute begins once the folding of the U.S. Colors begins and prior to the playing of T.A.P.S. or as the event dictates. 
D. Firing the Salute (1st Volley)
· Prior to the folding of the flag, the Rifle Team will be given a preparatory “STAND-BY, (Pause) DETAIL” and then, “ATTEN-TION.”
· Next, the command of “DETAIL, READY” is given. On “READY,” each rifleman executes PORT ARMS, faces to the HALF RIGHT, and moves his right foot 10 inches to the right to a position that gives him a firm, steady stance. During the movement the position of PORT ARMS is maintained. 
· The commander then, in even cadence, gives the command, “AIM--- F-IRE.”
· On, “AIM” the Rifle Team Member (RTM)punches out the rifle up to a similar 45 degree angle and slightly up. Simultaneously turning his/her head to look down the barrel.

· When the “F-IRE” command is give the unit will fire the rifles upon hearing the “F” in FIRE.

· Immediately after firing, the rifle is brought back to the Port-Arms position, and the RTM’s head is moved back so as to be looking straight forward. 
(2nd and 3rd volley)
· The command of, “AIM.”
· The rifle is punched out at the previous 45 degree angle and slightly up.  The RTM simultaneously turns his/her head to look down the barrel.

· Then, “FIRE.”
· When the third round has been fired and the riflemen have resumed Port Arms, the officer in charge commands “CEASE FIRE.”  The riflemen will face to HALF LEFT. From this position, the firing party is commanded to “PRESENT, ARMS” before the playing of “Taps.” 
· After Taps concludes, the command of “PORT, ARMS” will be given.
· The OIC then will give a facing movement “LEFT or RIGHT FACE” followed by “FORWARD, MARCH.” 
· The team will then march to a pre-determined location away from the event. “DETAIL, HALT;” “ORDER ARMS;” “READY CUT;” and “DETAIL, FALL OUT” commands will be given. 
The weapons are subsequently unloaded, placed back into their case, and secured as soon as possible. Any malfunctions should be reported to the O.I.C.
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