Dane County Sheriff’s Office

Honor Guard

Rifle Salute Protocol
The Rifle Salute will be accomplished with 7 members of the Honor Guard Unit. A Rifle Team Commander will be in-charge of the detail. Remember to have the rifles charged and ready for the 1st volley prior to “Falling-in”.

Actual commands will be capitalized with the action word being stated in BOLD.
A. The detail will, “FALL-IN”.  The Rifle Team will fall in, roughly at the correct spacing. 

· The 1st actual command will be, “STAND-BY (Pause) DETAIL”.
· The Left hand is placed in the small of the back

· The butt of the rifle is at the tip of the right foot as in the position of attention

· The end of the barrel is extended forward, cupped at the bayonet lug with the right hand

· The Rifle Team will be brought to, “ATTEN-TION”
· Then, “DRESS RIGHT-DRESS”
· The Rifle Team member on the right side of the team looks forward, everyone else looks to the right, extending their left arm outwards to touch the right shoulder of the team member to their left. (The Team Member on the end or far left does turn the head, but doesn’t extend his/her arm).
· The next command is, “READY-FRONT”
· The left arm is dropped simultaneously the head is turned forward.

· Team members will now be at the position of “Attention”.

The Rifle Team is now properly spaced and prepared to move to the designated location. Movement shall be done in the Port-Arms position. The team shall orientate themselves to a pre-arranged location. It is desired that the Firing Team actually fire their rifles over the head of the Decendent, and should be orientated in this manner, taking into account that the Rifle Team will be stepping out and forward at a 45 Degree angle when the actual firing is done.

B. Movement to the firing position

· The Rifle Team is brought to, “PORT-ARMS”
· The command for a facing movement is given or;

· The command, “MARCH IN FILE-READY STEP”
· Once in the proper position, the Rifle Team will start, “MARK TIME-MARCH”
· The Rifle Team Commander will give the command, “DETAIL-HALT”.
C. At the firing position

· The Rifle Team is still at “Port-Arms”

· The Rifle Team is then commanded, “ORDER-ARMS”.
· The left hand remains immediately below the tip of the barrel, preparing for the next command.

· The command of, “READY”
· On “READY” the left hand is placed flat at the buckle

· Then the command of, “CUT”
· Next, while in the position of attention, the Rifle Team can be brought to, “CEREMONIAL PARADE-REST”
· The rifle butt remains fixed

· The end of the barrel is extended forward, cupped at the bayonet lug with the right hand

· The left hand is placed in the small of the back

· A one to two second pause, then the left hand comes to the front, the rifle is leaned in across your front with the magazine well facing outward, and the rifle is held at the barrel tip with left hand over right.

The Rifle Salute begins once the folding of the U.S. Colors begins.

D. Firing the Salute (1st Volley)
· Prior to the folding of the flag, the Rifle Team will be brought to, “ATTEN-TION”
· Next, “PORT-ARMS”
· The Rifle Team Commander will then give the command, “PREPARE TO FIRE”.

· The commander then, in even cadence, gives the command, “READY-AIM-FFFIRE”
· On the first volley, no action is taken on “Ready”

· On, “AIM” the Rifle Team Member steps out and forward to a 45 degree angle simultaneously punching out the rifle up to a similar 45 degree angle and slightly up

· Head stays upright looking down the barrel, (sites)

· The “F” is dragged slightly giving a very subtle prepatory command for simultaneous firing

· Immediately after firing, the rifle ONLY is brought back to the Port-Arms position, footing remains out at the 45 degree angle

(2nd Volley)
· The command of, “READY”
· The command of, “AIM”
· The rifle is punched out at the previous 45 degree angle and slightly up 

· The command to, “FFFIRE”
· The “F” is dragged slightly giving a very subtle prepatory command for simultaneous firing.

· The rifle ONLY is brought back to the Port-Arms position

(3rd Volley)
· The command of, “READY”
· The command of, “AIM”
· The “F” is dragged slightly giving a very subtle prepatory command for simultaneous firing.

· The command to, “FFFIRE”
· The “F” is dragged slightly giving a very subtle prepatory command for simultaneous firing.

After firing the third and last volley, the rifle is brought back to the “Port-Arms” position; a command is given to return to “PORT-ARMS”,
(Post firing)
· After the 3rd and last volley

· The rifle is brought back to the “Port-Arms” position

· Then, “PORT-ARMS”
· Left foot that stepped out is returned

· The next command is, “PRESENT-ARMS”
· The Rifle Team will then render a rifle salute

The rifle salute will be maintained until the conclusion of T.A.P.S. then;

· The rifle will be brought to, “PORT-ARMS”
· Next, “ORDER-ARMS”
· The left hand is posted up under the bayonet lug preparing for the “Cut”
· Next, “READY” (see above)
· Next, “CUT”
· Next the Rifle Team could be brought to, “CEREMONIAL PARADE-REST”
